
Syllabus - ECON 8351
Development Economics I

George Washington University

Spring 2025

Instructor: Prof. Tanner Regan (he/him)
E-mail: tanner_regan@gwu.edu

Website: sites.google.com/site/tannerregan

Classes: Tuesdays 11:10-1:00pm in ESIA (1957 E Street NW) Room 313
Office hours: Book a 30min slot here: calendly.com/tanner_regan/tanner-regan-office-hours

1 Course Description

An introduction to major themes in the study of economic development. Students will gain a familiarity with
common topics and methods in modern development economics. Econ 8351 is essential for any PhD student
working on development-related issues, whether with me or with another supervisor.

1.1 Prerequisites

I assume that students are familiar with the material taught in core Economics PhD courses (micro, macro, and
econometrics). The class is not recommended for students without this background.

1.2 Expectations

• Classes (1h50m per week)

– Attendance is mandatory and it is key for success in this course.

– Attend class having read the required readings and with your notes and questions.

• Independent study (4h+ per week)

– Reading and taking notes on papers, preparing presentations, and writing assignments.

1.3 Learning Outcomes

• Develop an understanding of the field of development economics and, more specifically, about research
currently being done by GWU faculty.

• Develop skills for conducting original research in development economics and anticipate good research
questions and how they fit into the literature.

• Gain familiarity with current development policy through in academic-practitioner events with GWU part-
ners such as the World Bank.
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2 Assessment

Your grade will be based on the following items. Details of the assignments and presentations will be shared
separately. Details on the participation grade can be found below. There is no final exam.

1. Work-in-Progress presentation of your proposal 15% (Feb 25 & March 4)

2. Referee Report 15% (due: March 10th)

3. Presentation of a paper 20% (April 15 & 22)

4. Research Project Proposal 30% (due: May 2nd)

5. Participation 20% (throughout)

2.1 Participation

The main component of the participation grade will be based on your in-class participation and pre-class summary
of the weekly readings. Each week you will be given a short google form where you will submit your summary,
comments, and questions on the readings for the upcoming class. Verbal participation in all classes and especially
in the discussion of fellow students’ presentations is expected.

Attendance at the Trade & Development seminar is also required. I will keep track of attendance so you
don’t need to send me an email. You should read the paper in advance (if available), and sign up to meet the
speaker (if possible).

Additionally, you will have the opportunity, and are expected, to attend the development workshops and
conferences that I co-organise in the DC area (see here). I will send announcements of specific dates, and
generally they will be posted on the Department of Economics Calendar.

3 Schedule of classes and readings

Reading for each class is listed below. Primary readings (marked with an asterisk) are required and should be
read in full detail. Secondary readings are also required, but can be read more briefly. In addition, each set of
lecture slides will end with a bibliography of further reading for those interested in going more in depth on any
particular topic. The schedule below is a tentative outline: some lectures may be longer or shorter than one day
in practice.

• January 14, Introduction to Development Economics

– Banerjee & Duflo (2007)∗, Jones (2016)∗, Cohen & Easterly (2009), Page & Pande (2018)

• January 21, CLASS CANCELLED

• January 28, Methods: RCTs and fieldwork

– Manara & Regan (2022)∗, Banerjee & Duflo (2017), Deaton (2020)

• February 4, Micro Poverty traps
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– Balboni et al. (2021)∗, Kraay & McKenzie (2014)

• February 11, Targeting Poverty and Transfers

– Alatas et al. (2012)∗, Hanna & Olken (2018), Egger et al. (2022)

• February 18, State Capacity and Taxation

– Weigel (2020)∗, Besley & Persson (2014), Bachas et al. (2024)

• February 25, Rural Development and Poverty Challenges

– Prof Stephen Smith Guest Lecture, reading TBD

• March 4, Student presentations of class project

– Extended class: 9am-1pm in Monroe Hall 310 (Econ Seminar Room)

• March 11, Spring Break. No class.

• March 18, Misallocation and Agricultural Productivity

– Adamopoulos & Restuccia (2014)∗, Restuccia & Rogerson (2017), Gollin & Udry (2021)

• March 25, Urban-Rural Gaps and Migration

– Bryan & Morten (2019)∗, Lagakos (2020), Young (2013)

• April 1, Cities in Developing Countries

– Henderson et al. (2021)∗, Henderson & Turner (2020), Gechter & Tsivanidis (2023)

• April 8, Quantitative Spatial Models in Development

– Román David Zárate Guest Lecture (virtual), Ahlfeldt et al. (2015), Zarate Vasquez (2022), Redding
& Rossi-Hansberg (2017), Tsivanidis (2023)

• April 15 & 22, Student presentations discussion of paper

– TBD

• April 29, (makeup day): if needed, may push back schedule 1 week.

Reading List
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A. UNIVERSITY POLICIES AND RESORUCES FOR STUDENTS

University Policies

Academic Integrity Code

Academic integrity is an essential part of the educational process, and all members of the GW community
take these matters very seriously. As the instructor of record for this course, my role is to provide clear
expectations and uphold them in all assessments. Violations of academic integrity occur when students fail
to cite research sources properly, engage in unauthorized collaboration, falsify data, and otherwise violate the
Code of Academic Integrity. If you have any questions about whether or not particular academic practices
or resources are permitted, you should ask me for clarification. If you are reported for an academic integrity
violation, you should contact the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities (SRR) to learn more about
your rights and options in the process. Consequences can range from failure of assignment to expulsion from
the university and may include a transcript notation. For more information, please refer to the SRR website
https://studentconduct.gwu.edu/academic-integrity, email rights@gwu.edu, or call 202-994-6757.

University Policy on Observance of Religious Holidays

Students must notify faculty during the first week of the semester in which they are enrolled in the course,
or as early as possible, but no later than three weeks prior to the absence, of their intention to be absent
from class on their day(s) of religious observance. If the holiday falls within the first three weeks of class, the
student must inform faculty in the first week of the semester. For details and policy, see “Religious Holidays”
at provost.gwu.edu/policies-procedures-and-guidelines.

Use of Electronic Course Materials and Class Recordings

Students are encouraged to use electronic course materials, including recorded class sessions, for private personal
use in connection with their academic program of study. Electronic course materials and recorded class sessions
should not be shared or used for non-course related purposes unless express permission has been granted by
the instructor. Students who impermissibly share any electronic course materials are subject to discipline
under the Student Code of Conduct. Please contact the instructor if you have questions regarding what
constitutes permissible or impermissible use of electronic course materials and/or recorded class sessions. Please
contact Disability Support Services at disabilitysupport.gwu.edu if you have questions or need assistance
in accessing electronic course materials.

Academic Support

Writing Center

GW’s Writing Center cultivates confident writers in the University community by facilitating collaborative,
critical, and inclusive conversations at all stages of the writing process. Working alongside peer mentors, writers
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develop strategies to write independently in academic and public settings. Appointments can be booked online
at gwu.mywconline.

Academic Commons

Academic Commons provides tutoring and other academic support resources to students in many courses.
Students can schedule virtual one-on-one appointments or attend virtual drop-in sessions. Students may schedule
an appointment, review the tutoring schedule, access other academic support resources, or obtain assistance at
academiccommons.gwu.edu.

Support for Students Outside the Classroom

Disability Support Services (DSS)

Any student who may need an accommodation based on the potential impact of a disability should contact
Disability Support Services at disabilitysupport.gwu.edu to establish eligibility and to coordinate reasonable
accommodations.

Counseling and Psychological Services

GW’s Colonial Health Center offers counseling and psychological services, supporting mental health and personal
development by collaborating directly with students to overcome challenges and difficulties that may interfere
with academic, emotional, and personal success. healthcenter.gwu.edu/counseling-and-psychological-services.

Safety and Security

In an emergency: call GWPD 202-994-6111 or 911
For situation-specific actions: review the Emergency Response Handbook at: safety.gwu.edu/emergency-response-handbook

In an active violence situation: Get Out, Hide Out, or Take Out. See go.gwu.edu/shooterpret

Stay informed: safety.gwu.edu/stay-informed

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

Diversity is of vital importance to the university’s intellectual mission. The university holds its members ac-
countable for sustaining an academic, work and social environment that values open communication, respectful
interactions and civility. We have a shared responsibility for the wellbeing of others. To learn more and to access
university resources, click here.
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